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Excurse: NUTSExcurse: NUTS

•• French French meaningmeaning: : NomenclatureNomenclature des des UnitUnitééss
Territoriales Territoriales StatistiquesStatistiques

•• was was createdcreated accordingaccording to to thethe followingfollowing
principlesprinciples::

1.1. favoursfavours institutionalinstitutional breakdownsbreakdowns..
2.2. favoursfavours regional regional unitsunits of a of a generalgeneral charactercharacter
3.3. threethree--levellevel hierarchicalhierarchical classificationclassification
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800.000800.000150.000150.000NUTS 3NUTS 3
3 3 millionmillion800.000800.000NUTS 2NUTS 2
7 7 millionmillion3 3 millionmillionNUTS 1NUTS 1

MaximumMaximumMinimumMinimumLevelLevel

AverageAverage sizesize of of thethe NUTS NUTS regionsregions
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NUTS NUTS codecode

•• all all countriescountries havehave a NUTS a NUTS codecode, , whichwhich consistsconsists
of a of a codecode of of lettersletters & & numbersnumbers

•• A second A second oror thirdthird subdivisionsubdivision levellevel isis referredreferred
withwith anotheranother numbernumber oror letterletter
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NUTS NUTS levellevel 11-- GermanyGermany

•• DE:DE: Germany Germany 
•• DEC:DEC: Saarland Saarland -- TheThe

Bundesland as Bundesland as thethe toptop levellevel
subdivisionsubdivision of Germanyof Germany
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NUTS NUTS levellevel 2 2 –– Germany (Saarland)Germany (Saarland)

•• DEC0:DEC0: regionregion –– Saarland Saarland 
Regierungsbezirk as second Regierungsbezirk as second 
levellevel
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NUTS NUTS levellevel 3 3 –– Germany (Saarland)Germany (Saarland)

•• DEC03: DEC03: Neunkirchen Neunkirchen –– Kreis Kreis 
as as thethe thirdthird levellevel
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NUTS NUTS levelslevels forfor LuxembourgLuxembourg

•• LuxembourgLuxembourg has has onlyonly LAULAUss ((‚‚LocalLocal
Administrative Administrative UnitsUnits‘‘) ) 

•• thethe firstfirst threethree NUTS NUTS divisionsdivisions (NUTS 1/2/3) (NUTS 1/2/3) 
eacheach correspondcorrespond to to thethe entireentire countrycountry itselfitself

•• LULU
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NUTS NUTS levelslevels forfor LuxembourgLuxembourg

ThereforeTherefore......
an an analysisanalysis on NUTS 3 in LU on NUTS 3 in LU meansmeans

alwaysalways thethe countrycountry as a as a wholewhole......

......pleaseplease keepkeep thisthis in in mindmind, , whenwhen lookinglooking
and and judgingjudging thethe followingfollowing mapsmaps and and 

resultsresults! ! 
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The territorial dimension of the The territorial dimension of the 
Lisbon processLisbon process
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StructureStructure

1.1. Theoretical background: The LisbonTheoretical background: The Lisbon--Gothenburg Gothenburg 
strategystrategy

2.2. The objectives of ESPON project 3.3The objectives of ESPON project 3.3
3.3. MethodologyMethodology
4.4. Selected resultsSelected results
5.5. Policy recommendationsPolicy recommendations
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1. Theoretical background: 1. Theoretical background: 
The LisbonThe Lisbon--Gothenburg strategyGothenburg strategy

•• Worldwide globalization requires reflection on planning contentsWorldwide globalization requires reflection on planning contents
how to respond to the demands of cohesive, competitive how to respond to the demands of cohesive, competitive 
development of regions and territoriesdevelopment of regions and territories

•• Therefore, economy and territory direct the national and regionaTherefore, economy and territory direct the national and regional l 
decisions for planning and organizing  large areasdecisions for planning and organizing  large areas

•• This leads to various interpretations, to which the European This leads to various interpretations, to which the European 
countries responded with specific models, e.g.:countries responded with specific models, e.g.:
-- FordistFordist and postand post--fordistfordist
-- CohesiveCohesive
-- CivitasCivitas and citizenshipand citizenship

•• Today these models need to be reviewed in the light of new Today these models need to be reviewed in the light of new 
geopolitical trends, e.g. by the EU enlargement geopolitical trends, e.g. by the EU enlargement 
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1. Theoretical background: 1. Theoretical background: 
The LisbonThe Lisbon--Gothenburg strategyGothenburg strategy

•• The territorial dimension of these models and strategies is a plThe territorial dimension of these models and strategies is a place ace 
for experimentation because it can still be plannedfor experimentation because it can still be planned

•• To do this, a series of diverse and priority actions for knowledTo do this, a series of diverse and priority actions for knowledge ge 
need to be put in placeneed to be put in place

•• The nature of these actions varies according to:The nature of these actions varies according to:
-- Content (environmental, territorial, economical and social)Content (environmental, territorial, economical and social)
-- Sector (settlements, transportation, services)Sector (settlements, transportation, services)
-- Purpose (conservation, management, development)Purpose (conservation, management, development)
-- GeographicalGeographical--political scale (urban, political scale (urban, periurbanperiurban, regional large , regional large 

area, politicalarea, political--administrative area)administrative area)
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2. The objectives of ESPON project 3.32. The objectives of ESPON project 3.3

•• To develop a number of basic analytical elements that can:To develop a number of basic analytical elements that can:
-- Introduce territorial cohesion to the Lisbon/Gothenburg strategyIntroduce territorial cohesion to the Lisbon/Gothenburg strategy
-- Indicate ways of integrating the Lisbon/Gothenburg strategy in Indicate ways of integrating the Lisbon/Gothenburg strategy in 

Structural Funds interventions in order to support a balanced Structural Funds interventions in order to support a balanced 
territorial development of the enlarged EUterritorial development of the enlarged EU

•• Of particular importance will be:Of particular importance will be:
-- To identify additional (territorial) indicators to the indicatorTo identify additional (territorial) indicators to the indicators s 

chosen to monitor the Lisbon/Gothenburg strategy, which can chosen to monitor the Lisbon/Gothenburg strategy, which can 
be recommended to be taken into account at political levelbe recommended to be taken into account at political level
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3. Methodology3. Methodology

Defining territorial competitiveness is a complex task, Defining territorial competitiveness is a complex task, 
therefore:therefore:

•• A territorialA territorial--multidimensional approach was chosen, that revolves multidimensional approach was chosen, that revolves 
around three key objectives:around three key objectives:

-- SustainabilitySustainability
-- CohesionCohesion
-- IntegrationIntegration

•• The main goal is the building of a composite indicator of territThe main goal is the building of a composite indicator of territorial orial 
competitivenesscompetitiveness

•• Several indicators become aggregated in order to measure a Several indicators become aggregated in order to measure a 
specific territorial performance, e.g. in terms of environmentspecific territorial performance, e.g. in terms of environment
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4. Selected results4. Selected results

In the following:In the following:
•• Presentation of different thematic regional performances:Presentation of different thematic regional performances:

-- Performance based on three environmental indicatorsPerformance based on three environmental indicators
-- Regional performance based on three social indicatorsRegional performance based on three social indicators
-- Regional performance based on eight economic indicatorsRegional performance based on eight economic indicators
-- Regional performance based on fourteen Lisbon Short List Regional performance based on fourteen Lisbon Short List 

Structural IndicatorsStructural Indicators
-- Regionalised Lisbon performanceRegionalised Lisbon performance
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Performance based on three Performance based on three 
environmental indicatorsenvironmental indicators

•• The map combines the The map combines the 
following three indicators:following three indicators:

-- Total greenhouse gas Total greenhouse gas 
emissionsemissions

-- Energy intensity of the Energy intensity of the 
economyeconomy

-- Volume of freight transportVolume of freight transport
•• Especially the accession Especially the accession 

countries are ranked as countries are ranked as ‘‘highhigh’’
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Performance based on three Performance based on three 
environmental indicatorsenvironmental indicators

•• Not many possibilities to Not many possibilities to 
analyse the Grande analyse the Grande RRéégiongion

•• Luxembourg performs very highLuxembourg performs very high
•• Possible explanations are:Possible explanations are:

-- The high share of energy The high share of energy 
intensive industryintensive industry

-- The resulting emissions of The resulting emissions of 
greenhouse gasesgreenhouse gases



ESPON Contact Luxembourg ESPON Contact Luxembourg –– Workshop 24.03.2006Workshop 24.03.2006

Regional performance based on three Regional performance based on three 
social indicatorssocial indicators

•• The map combines the The map combines the 
following three indicators:following three indicators:

-- AtAt--riskrisk--ofof--povertypoverty--raterate
-- Dispersion of regional Dispersion of regional 

unemployment ratesunemployment rates
-- LongLong--term unemployment term unemployment 

raterate
•• CentrumCentrum--peripheral and northperipheral and north--

south declinesouth decline



ESPON Contact Luxembourg ESPON Contact Luxembourg –– Workshop 24.03.2006Workshop 24.03.2006

Regional performance based on three Regional performance based on three 
social indicatorssocial indicators

•• Again Luxembourg is ranked Again Luxembourg is ranked 
highesthighest

•• The low performance of certain The low performance of certain 
WallonianWallonian parts can be parts can be 
explained by the high longexplained by the high long--term term 
unemployment rate in the oldunemployment rate in the old--
industrialised regionsindustrialised regions

•• IntraIntra--national decline also national decline also 
existent in Luxembourgexistent in Luxembourg
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Regional performance based on eight Regional performance based on eight 
economic indicatorseconomic indicators

•• The map combines the The map combines the 
following eight indicators:following eight indicators:

-- Gross domestic productGross domestic product
-- Labour productivityLabour productivity
-- Employment rateEmployment rate
-- Employment rate of older Employment rate of older 

workersworkers
-- Comparative price levelsComparative price levels
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Regional performance based on eight Regional performance based on eight 
economic indicatorseconomic indicators

•• The map combines the The map combines the 
following eight indicators:following eight indicators:

-- Youth education attainment Youth education attainment 
levellevel

-- Gross domestic Gross domestic 
expenditure on R&Dexpenditure on R&D

-- Business investmentBusiness investment
•• A centreA centre--periphery decline can periphery decline can 

be noticedbe noticed
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Regional performance based on eight Regional performance based on eight 
economic indicatorseconomic indicators

•• For the first time, Luxembourg For the first time, Luxembourg 
performs only performs only ‘‘moderatemoderate’’

•• Parts of Wallonia and the Parts of Wallonia and the 
French part perform below French part perform below 
‘‘averageaverage’’

•• One reason for lower One reason for lower 
performance in general is the performance in general is the 
lower degree of business lower degree of business 
investments in the GRinvestments in the GR
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Regional performance of fourteen Regional performance of fourteen 
Lisbon Short List Structural IndicatorsLisbon Short List Structural Indicators

•• The map combines all The map combines all 
indicators mentioned beforeindicators mentioned before

•• The centreThe centre--periphery decline periphery decline 
becomes more apparentbecomes more apparent

•• Especially the pentagon area Especially the pentagon area 
performs above averageperforms above average

•• Additionally the Nordic Additionally the Nordic 
countries show a high countries show a high 
performanceperformance
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Regional performance of fourteen Regional performance of fourteen 
Lisbon Short List Structural IndicatorsLisbon Short List Structural Indicators

•• Luxembourg is again ranked Luxembourg is again ranked 
highest highest the high social and the high social and 
environmental rankings environmental rankings 
compensate the lower compensate the lower 
economic rankingeconomic ranking

•• The remaining parts of the GR The remaining parts of the GR 
show their typical performance show their typical performance 
below or at below or at ‘‘averageaverage’’
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Regionalised Lisbon performanceRegionalised Lisbon performance

•• The map combines the The map combines the 
following five indicators:following five indicators:

-- ProductivityProductivity
-- Employment rateEmployment rate
-- Expenditure on R&DExpenditure on R&D
-- R&D Business Enterprise R&D Business Enterprise 

SectorSector
-- Educational levelEducational level
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Regionalised Lisbon performanceRegionalised Lisbon performance

•• Only Luxembourg and eastern Only Luxembourg and eastern 
RhinelandRhineland--Palatinate perform Palatinate perform 
above averageabove average

•• The remaining regions are only The remaining regions are only 
ranked as ranked as ‘‘averageaverage’’

•• Luxembourg owes its status to Luxembourg owes its status to 
the high productivity and the high productivity and 
employment rate, but an intraemployment rate, but an intra--
national decline is obscurednational decline is obscured
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5. Policy recommendations5. Policy recommendations

•• Every territory should:Every territory should:
-- possess and maintain its own peculiaritiespossess and maintain its own peculiarities
-- But be respectful of the othersBut be respectful of the others’’ differencesdifferences

It is just these peculiarities that mark out and define Europe aIt is just these peculiarities that mark out and define Europe as a s a 
wholewhole

•• The attempt to outline a single territorial policy is utopianThe attempt to outline a single territorial policy is utopian
•• This should, however, not prevent an effort for a common This should, however, not prevent an effort for a common 

management of the several aspects, but its limits have to be management of the several aspects, but its limits have to be 
examined carefullyexamined carefully
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5. Policy recommendations5. Policy recommendations

Therefore, it is important to:Therefore, it is important to:
•• Respect diversities: Respect diversities: 

-- administrative/institutionaladministrative/institutional
-- geomorphologicalgeomorphological/environmental/climatic/environmental/climatic
-- social/religioussocial/religious
-- and also those connected with the juridical and economic level and also those connected with the juridical and economic level 

•• Be aware that these diversities embody the basic elements for Be aware that these diversities embody the basic elements for 
Europe as a whole: geographical, climatic, environmental, religiEurope as a whole: geographical, climatic, environmental, religious ous 
and even politicaland even political
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5. Policy recommendations5. Policy recommendations

Therefore, it is important to:Therefore, it is important to:
•• Be aware, on the other hand, of some worrying diversities that mBe aware, on the other hand, of some worrying diversities that may ay 

constitute a hindrance: constitute a hindrance: 
-- Social differencesSocial differences
-- Economic differencesEconomic differences
-- Infrastructural differencesInfrastructural differences
-- and, sometimes, institutional differences and, sometimes, institutional differences 

•• If overstressed every single aspect mentioned above can If overstressed every single aspect mentioned above can 
undermine the Community growthundermine the Community growth
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Thank you for your attention!Thank you for your attention!

For further information, please visit:For further information, please visit:
www.espon.luwww.espon.lu
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