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Focus on the Grande Focus on the Grande RRéégiongion
MethodologyMethodology

•• ""ZoomingZooming In ReportIn Report““
•• Projects were chosen on the basis of their relevance for Projects were chosen on the basis of their relevance for 

the Grande the Grande RRéégiongion

•• ScrutinisedScrutinised for statements on the Grande for statements on the Grande RRéégiongion

•• RegionRegion’’s presentation on maps was interpreteds presentation on maps was interpreted

•• No primary research on the individual topics since No primary research on the individual topics since 
additional data would have been neededadditional data would have been needed



ESPON Contact Point Luxembourg ESPON Contact Point Luxembourg –– Workshop 15.12..2006Workshop 15.12..2006

Focus on the Grande Focus on the Grande RRéégiongion
MethodologyMethodology

•• ESPON projects had to carry out their research for EU ESPON projects had to carry out their research for EU 
25+2+2 => very broad level of analysis25+2+2 => very broad level of analysis

•• NUTS NUTS problemproblem
•• Presentation of small countries on maps often problematicPresentation of small countries on maps often problematic

•• Luxembourg = NUTS 1, 2, and 3Luxembourg = NUTS 1, 2, and 3

=> Results of analysis on NUTS 3 refer to the country as a=> Results of analysis on NUTS 3 refer to the country as a
wholewhole
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Focus on the Grande Focus on the Grande RRéégiongion
Chosen projectsChosen projects

Thematic projectsThematic projects
•• PolycentricityPolycentricity (1.1.1)(1.1.1)
•• Demographic trends and migration (1.1.4)Demographic trends and migration (1.1.4)
•• Transport Services and Networks (1.2.1)Transport Services and Networks (1.2.1)
•• Telecommunication services and networks (1.2.2)Telecommunication services and networks (1.2.2)
•• Natural and technological hazards (1.3.1)Natural and technological hazards (1.3.1)
•• Management of the cultural heritage (1.3.2)Management of the cultural heritage (1.3.2)

Policy impact projectPolicy impact project
•• EU R&D policy (2.1.2)EU R&D policy (2.1.2)

CrossCross--thematic projectthematic project
•• Territorial dimension of the Lisbon/Gothenburg Process (3.3)Territorial dimension of the Lisbon/Gothenburg Process (3.3)
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Demography: Demography: 
Natural Population Development Natural Population Development 

(1990 and 2000)(1990 and 2000)

•• Luxembourg is identified as a Luxembourg is identified as a 
growing area that profits from growing area that profits from 
its economic strengthits economic strength

•• From France, Belgium and From France, Belgium and 
Germany there is a strong Germany there is a strong 
overspill of  commutersoverspill of  commuters

•• Saarland stands out as Saarland stands out as 
shrinking region shrinking region 
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Transport Services and NetworksTransport Services and Networks

•• Diverse pattern of multimodal Diverse pattern of multimodal 
accessibility accessibility –– North = above North = above 
average, South = slightly below average, South = slightly below 

•• LUX takes leading position due LUX takes leading position due 
to international airportto international airport

•• Due to NUTS problem, intraDue to NUTS problem, intra--
national disparities in LUX not national disparities in LUX not 
discerniblediscernible
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Nature Patterns: Nature Patterns: 
Flood HazardsFlood Hazards

•• The differences within the GR The differences within the GR 
can mostly be explained by can mostly be explained by 
differences in population differences in population 
density, rather than in different density, rather than in different 
risks of flood recurrence.risks of flood recurrence.

•• To minimise the risk crossTo minimise the risk cross--
border cooperation could help border cooperation could help 
in reducing the peaks of water in reducing the peaks of water 
drain.drain.
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SocioSocio--economic Patterns: economic Patterns: 
The Lisbon ProcessThe Lisbon Process

•• Differences at intraregional Differences at intraregional 
scale representing influence scale representing influence 
of national policiesof national policies

•• Overrepresentation of Overrepresentation of 
economic indicators => e. g. economic indicators => e. g. 
Belgian parts perform good Belgian parts perform good 
in educationin education
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Cooperation Patterns: Cooperation Patterns: 
The meaning of The meaning of PUSHsPUSHs

•• PUSH (Potential Urban PUSH (Potential Urban 
StrategicStrategic HorizonHorizon) = ) = meansmeans
forfor findingfinding mostmost promisingpromising
potential potential forfor moremore polycentricpolycentric
urban urban systemsystem

•• Almost 25% of European Almost 25% of European 
citiescities‘‘ PUSH PUSH areasareas cross cross 
national national bordersborders

•• IncreasedIncreased integrationintegration & & 
cooperationcooperation maymay helphelp to to 
transformtransform PUSH PUSH intointo enlargedenlarged
functionalfunctional entityentity of of bothboth, , 
urban and urban and ruralrural areasareas
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Cooperation Patterns: Cooperation Patterns: 
The meaning of The meaning of PUSHsPUSHs

•• GR GR couldcould becomebecome a a modelmodel in in 
establishingestablishing transnational transnational 
cooperationcooperation

•• DevelopmentDevelopment of of integratedintegrated
urban urban networknetwork in GR in GR couldcould
enhanceenhance polycentrismpolycentrism and and 
competitvenesscompetitveness


