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EU EU –– A A wellwell--knownknown entityentity
withwith surprisingsurprising detailsdetails

ResultsResults fromfrom thethe followingfollowing projectsprojects::

•• PolycentricityPolycentricity (1.1.1)(1.1.1)

•• TelecommunicationTelecommunication servicesservices and and networksnetworks (1.2.2)(1.2.2)

•• NaturalNatural and and technologicaltechnological hazardshazards (1.3.1)(1.3.1)

•• CAP and CAP and RuralRural DevelopmentDevelopment PolicyPolicy (2.1.3)(2.1.3)

•• Territorial Territorial dimensiondimension of of thethe LisbonLisbon//GothenburgGothenburg ProcessProcess (3.3)(3.3)



ESPON Contact Point Luxembourg – Workshop 15.12.2006

ESPON ESPON 
Project 1.1.1 Project 1.1.1 

TheThe rolerole and and specificspecific situationsituation and and 
potentialspotentials of urban of urban areasareas as as nodesnodes in a in a 

polycentricpolycentric developmentdevelopment
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PolycentricityPolycentricity

PolycentricityPolycentricity

•• Fuzzy concept opposed to Fuzzy concept opposed to monocentricitymonocentricity and to total sprawl.and to total sprawl.

•• Seeks an optimum between (too much) concentration and the Seeks an optimum between (too much) concentration and the 
absence of concentration (sprawl).absence of concentration (sprawl).

•• Can be seen as a Can be seen as a „„bridging conceptbridging concept““ between between „„economic economic 
growth and efficiencygrowth and efficiency““ and a and a „„balanced developmentbalanced development““..

=> A fundamentally ambiguous concept, particularly when judged => A fundamentally ambiguous concept, particularly when judged 
on different spatial levels.on different spatial levels.
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PolycentricityPolycentricity -- DefinitionDefinition

•• ““...from a continental or national perspective ...from a continental or national perspective polycentricitypolycentricity
occurs when the system is characterised by several cities at occurs when the system is characterised by several cities at 
different levels rather than just being dominated by one city.different levels rather than just being dominated by one city.””
(ESPON 1.1.1)(ESPON 1.1.1)
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DegreeDegree of of polycentricitypolycentricity in in 
national urban national urban systemssystems

HungaryHungary notnot polycentricpolycentric, , 
IrelandIreland veryvery polycentricpolycentric!!

⇒⇒ DueDue to to underlyingunderlying
dimensionsdimensions of of analysisanalysis

e. g. e. g. ConnectivityConnectivity: : 
thethe moremore accessibleaccessible lowerlower--
levellevel centrescentres areare comparedcompared
to to primaryprimary citycity, , thethe lessless
monocentricmonocentric isis urban urban 
systemsystem
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ESPON ESPON typologytypology of urban of urban areasareas

Functional Urban Areas (Functional Urban Areas (FUAsFUAs))
•• FUAsFUAs consist of urban core and the economically integrated consist of urban core and the economically integrated 

surrounding area, i.e. commuting surrounding area, i.e. commuting catchmentcatchment area area 
•• Seen as building blocks of a polycentric EuropeSeen as building blocks of a polycentric Europe
•• Identified by 7 functions (population, transport, tourism, Identified by 7 functions (population, transport, tourism, 

industry, knowledge, decisionindustry, knowledge, decision--making, administration)making, administration)

Metropolitan European Growth Areas (Metropolitan European Growth Areas (MEGAsMEGAs))
•• Most powerful Most powerful FUAsFUAs
•• Further distinguished by 4 qualities (mass, competitiveness, Further distinguished by 4 qualities (mass, competitiveness, 

connectivity, knowledge basis)connectivity, knowledge basis)
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FunctionalFunctional Urban Urban AreasAreas ((FUAsFUAs) ) 
in EU 25+2+2in EU 25+2+2

EuropeEurope’’s urban areass urban areas
•• 1.595 1.595 FUAsFUAs
•• 76 76 MEGAsMEGAs

⇒⇒Europe seems to be Europe seems to be 
more polycentric than more polycentric than 
expected! expected! 
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WhatWhat aboutabout LuxembourgLuxembourg??

In In thethe populationpopulation basedbased
typologytypology, , LuxembourgLuxembourg
isis classifiedclassified asas
a European FUAa European FUA

ParisParis

LuxembourgLuxembourg
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WhatWhat aboutabout LuxembourgLuxembourg??

In In thethe functionalfunctional typologytypology
LuxembourgLuxembourg isis
classifiedclassified as a MEGAas a MEGA

Paris

Luxembourg

Frankfurt
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ESPON ESPON 
Project 1.2.2 Project 1.2.2 

TelecommunicationTelecommunication servicesservices and and networksnetworks::
Territorial Territorial trendstrends and and basicbasic supplysupply

of of infrastructureinfrastructure forfor
territorial territorial cohesioncohesion
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CombinedCombined householdhousehold & & businessbusiness
telecommunicationstelecommunications developmentdevelopment

=> => TheThe prevailingprevailing moderatemoderate
oror eveneven lagginglagging behindbehind
telecommunicationstelecommunications
developmentdevelopment in Francein France
(& IRL, E, P) (& IRL, E, P) isis quitequite
astonishingastonishing
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CellularCellular mobile mobile subscriberssubscribers per 100 per 100 
inhabitantsinhabitants, 2003, 2003

•• WidelyWidely diffuseddiffused in a in a veryvery
shortshort spacespace of timeof time

•• Not Not confinedconfined to to thethe moremore
‘‘prosperousprosperous’’ countriescountries

•• Quick Quick ‘‘catch upcatch up’’ processprocess
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ESPON ESPON 
Project 1.3.1 Project 1.3.1 

TheThe spatialspatial effectseffects and and managementmanagement of of 
naturalnatural and and technologicaltechnological hazardshazards in in generalgeneral

and in and in relationrelation to to climateclimate changechange
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NaturalNatural and and technologicaltechnological hazardshazards

Fields of Fields of researchresearch and and analysisanalysis ((samplesample))
•• NaturalNatural hazardshazards

-- FloodsFloods
-- Landslides/Landslides/avalanchesavalanches
-- ForestForest firesfires
-- Extreme Extreme precipitationprecipitation
-- Extreme Extreme temperaturestemperatures

•• TechnologicalTechnological hazardshazards
-- NuclearNuclear powerpower plantsplants
-- ProductionProduction plantsplants of of hazardoushazardous goodsgoods
-- HazardousHazardous wastewaste depositsdeposits
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NaturalNatural and and technologicaltechnological hazardshazards

Not all Not all fieldsfields couldcould bebe elaboratedelaborated duedue to lack to lack oror unaccessibilityunaccessibility
of of datadata..

•• DisastersDisasters damagedamage businessbusiness and and communitiescommunities..

•• TheyThey do do notnot respectrespect politicalpolitical boundariesboundaries..

•• ButBut: : ExistenceExistence of of hazardshazards withinwithin a a territoryterritory doesdoes notnot
necessarilynecessarily undermineundermine itsits competitivenesscompetitiveness..
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TheThe aggregatedaggregated hazardshazards of Europeof Europe

•• OnlyOnly fewfew large large areasareas
withwith veryvery lowlow exposureexposure
to to basketbasket of of hazardshazards

•• ClimateClimate changechange
potentiallypotentially increasesincreases
riskrisk and and magnitudemagnitude ofof
somesome naturalnatural hazardshazards
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AggregatedAggregated hazardhazard risksrisks in Europein Europe

=> Europe => Europe seemsseems to to 
bebe a a dangerousdangerous
continentcontinent to live on!to live on!
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ESPON ESPON 
Project 2.1.3 Project 2.1.3 

TheThe territorial territorial impactimpact of CAP and of CAP and 
ruralrural developmentdevelopment policypolicy
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Common Common AgriculturalAgricultural PolicyPolicy (CAP)(CAP)

One of One of thethe mostmost disputeddisputed EU EU policypolicy sectorssectors..

•• CAP CAP PillarPillar 11 = = marketmarket supportsupport and and directdirect paymentspayments to to 
producersproducers

•• CAP CAP PillarPillar 22 = = ruralrural developmentdevelopment measuresmeasures, , integratingintegrating of of 
environmentalenvironmental and and agriculturalagricultural policypolicy
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Total Total PillarPillar 1 1 supportsupport per AWU, 1999per AWU, 1999

⇒⇒ CAP CAP PillarPillar 1 1 doesdoes
notnot supportsupport territorialterritorial
cohesioncohesion

•• HigherHigher supportsupport in in moremore
accessibleaccessible and and 
prosperousprosperous regionsregions

•• RegionsRegions withwith largerlarger
farmsfarms tendtend to to getget higherhigher
levelslevels of of supportsupport
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Total Total PillarPillar 2 2 supportsupport per AWU, 1999per AWU, 1999

=> CAP => CAP PillarPillar 2 2 supportssupports
cohesioncohesion withinwithin countriescountries
butbut notnot on on EUEU--levellevel

•• Focus on Focus on agriculturalagricultural
producersproducers ratherrather thanthan
territorial territorial ruralrural developmentdevelopment

•• RicherRicher regionsregions in North in North tendtend
to to prioritiseprioritise measuresmeasures thatthat
areare mainmain elementselements of of PillarPillar 2 2 
(e. g. (e. g. agriagri--environmentalenvironmental
measuresmeasures))
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ESPON ESPON 
Project 3.3 Project 3.3 

Territorial Territorial dimensiondimension of of thethe
LisbonLisbon / / GothenburgGothenburg ProcessProcess



ESPON Contact Point Luxembourg – Workshop 15.12.2006

Lisbon IndicatorsLisbon Indicators

Presentation of different thematic regional performances:Presentation of different thematic regional performances:

-- Regional performance based on Regional performance based on 33 environmentalenvironmental
indicatorsindicators

-- Regional performance based on Regional performance based on 33 socialsocial indicatorsindicators

-- Regional performance based on Regional performance based on 8 economic8 economic indicatorsindicators

-- Regional performance based on Regional performance based on 1414 Lisbon Short List Lisbon Short List 
Structural IndicatorsStructural Indicators
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Regional Regional performanceperformance basedbased on on 
threethree socialsocial indicatorsindicators

Best Best socialsocial performancesperformances inin
•• ScandinavianScandinavian countriescountries,,

•• SouthSouth--EastEast (CH, A, CZ, (CH, A, CZ, 
Northern Northern ItalyItaly) ) 

•• and and patchespatches in France and in France and 
Spain Spain 

MajorityMajority of of regionsregions withwith
mediummedium oror eveneven lowlow
performanceperformance!!
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Regional Regional performanceperformance basedbased on on 
threethree environmentalenvironmental indicatorsindicators

Best Best environmentalenvironmental
performancesperformances inin

•• AreaArea strechingstreching fromfrom North North 
down down SouthSouth--EastEast ((newnew MS)!MS)!

•• Pentagon Pentagon scoresscores mediummedium ––
lowlow (Northern (Northern ItalyItaly))
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Regional performance based on eight Regional performance based on eight 
economic indicatorseconomic indicators

Best Best economiceconomic
performancesperformances inin

•• ScandinaviaScandinavia

•• NorthNorth--Western and Western and 
Central EuropeCentral Europe

•• PatchesPatches in Southern  in Southern  
France and PortugalFrance and Portugal
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Regional Regional performanceperformance basedbased on on 
all all LisbonLisbon IndicatorsIndicators

Best Best overalloverall performanceperformance inin

•• SwedenSweden, , DenmarkDenmark, , FinlandFinland
•• NWE NWE spacespace
•• and and areasareas of of somesome newnew MS MS 

(CZ, PL, SLO, RO)(CZ, PL, SLO, RO)

=> Little => Little differencedifference to to economiceconomic
performanceperformance revealsreveals
dominancedominance of of economiceconomic
factorsfactors


