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Selected findings

Results of ESPON Project 3.4.1



Objectives of the project

Analyse trends, goals and strategies of 
European spatial development from a 
more global view and covering three
demands:

1. flows, the identification of relations and 
linkages between Europe and other
parts of the world

2. territorial structures, the elaboration of 
structural comparison with comparable
“regions” of the world. 

3. the embedding of Europe into the
geographical neighbourhood.

we present findings from 1. & 2.







What is the size of EU as compared 
to other world regions ?

What will be the size of EU in the 
future ?



EU27 = 12% of the 

world in 1999

Area SUP AGR POP URB GDP CO2 MEAN

NAFTA 16 18 7 11 26 28 17.6

ASEAN 10+3 11 14 33 28 25 24 22.4

MERCOSUR 5+5 13 7 6 10 6 3 7.4

UE 27 3 9 8 13 23 17 12.0

Rest of the World 57 52 47 38 22 28 38.7

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100.0

Benchmarking of the

size of world states: 

Area, agricultural land, 

population, urban 

population, GDP (ppp) 



Share of World 

population by 

state (1950-2000)

European states suffer a population decrease, 
while most other states grow in population



EU share of 
world-wide 
population

6 %

BUT: EU stays constantly at about 6 percent of 
world population by growing (1950 until now). 
The findings of the project indicate that Europe 

will hold this size



Share of World 

GDP pps by 

state (1950-2000)

as well European states
suffer from a decrease in 
relative economic
importance (GDP pps)



EU share of 
world-wide GDP 
pps

20%

But EU stays constantly at about 20% of world
GDP pps by growing from 1950 until now. Again
the findings of the project indicates that Europe 
will hold this size...



EU IS STILL A MAJOR ECONOMIC 
PLAYER 

What is the geography of the 

commercial influence of EU ?



EU is one major centre in world
trade



Importance of trade between EU-regions an World 
regions: e.g. Benelux to Southern Africa, 
Germany/Austria to Russia; France to Northwestern 
Africa



Big difference between the importance of trade
regions for Europe (red) and regions dependant
from europe (blue)

Especially Africa is strongly dependent from the EU



Conclusion

1. Territorial structures, the elaboration of 
structural comparison with comparable
“regions” of the world: 

European countries decrease in relative 
population and economic importance in 
the world, but EU does not

2. Flows, the identification of relations and 
linkages between Europe and other
parts of the world:

EU is a major trade centre in the world, 
Africa is an important but very
dependent neighbour...
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